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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual.  Report  for  the 
year  1943*  The  Report  conforms  with  Circular  "10/44  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  like  previous  wartime  reports  it  Is  much  abbreviated. 

Tire  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  has  been 
good,  although  measles  v/as  very  prevalent  and  there  was  a  small 
outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  one  parish. 

In  the  present  Report  the  subject  of  water  supplies  has 
been  dealt  with  in  some  detail  and  it  is  felt  that  this  may  be  of 
some  use  to  the  Council  in  the  future, 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able-  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  support  which  the  Council  has  always  given  mo  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duties,  and  have  to  acknowledge  much  assistance  by  the  other 
officers  of  the  Council  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  and  in 
connection  with  my  duties  throughout  the  year. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HOGG-. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ABBA; 
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c  9  •> 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  . . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1943) 
Rateable  Value  •  •  •  , , . 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


0  c  o 

C  ©  9 

•  9  •  VC#  O  C  9 

9  •  9  *  Mi 


49,867 

2,499 

£33,454 

£137.17.0 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year: 


4j-yc  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Resident  Population  1 6.9 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Toted  Bf  ths  (Live  &  Still)  25,5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Resident  Population  11,9 

( crude ) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Caus es: 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths ,  .Total  Births* 

Heading  No® 29  . ..  Puerperal  Sepsis  1  6,4 

Heading  No,  30  , Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil _ Nil _ 


Dea.th  Rate  of  infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  u?<  ...  ...  39,2 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  35.0 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  100,0 


SECTION  B,  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA: 


The  number  of  specimens  examined  by  the  County  and  City 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Offices,  Hereford,  during  the 
year  were  an  follows :- 

Water  -  Bacteriological  Examination  ...  46 

Chemical  "  , , ,  47 

Swabs  •«•  •••  ,,,  ,,,  «••  408 

Sputum  •»•  ,*•  ,,,  , , ,  ,«,  •••  3 

SECTION  0,  -  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA: 

Water : 

The  Council,  does  not  provide  a  piped  water  supply  in 
any  part  of  the  District  and  at  present  the  only  water  supplies 
vested  in  the  Council  are  14-  public  wells  and  one  public  spring# 
The  location  of  these  suppli.es  according  to  parish  is  given  in  the 
table  below*  All  of  the  public  well;;  are  siiallow  wells  and  as  a 
result  the  waters  which  they  yield  are  u<, t  ot  a  very  high  potable 
quality.  Furthermore,  their  supervision  occupies  a  good  deal  of 
the  time  of  the  Department. 

The  water  mains  of  two  adjoining  L^cal  Authorities 
supply  part  of  the  District.  In  the  parish  of  Colvra.il,  312 
dwellings  and  7  schools  are  connected  to  the  me. .ms  of  the  Malvern 
Urban  District  Council.  This  supply  is  of  excellent  potable 
quality  and  the  water  appears  to  have  no  solvent  action  upon 
metals®  The  mains  of  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  Council  pass 
through  the  parishes  of  Eastnor  and  Ledbury  Rural  and  supply  6 
dwellings  in  the  latter  parish.  This  water  is  of.  high  potable 
quality  and  both  systems  are  of  the  constant  pressure  type  and 
there  are  no  standpipes. 

In  addition  to  these  piped  supplies,  there  are  a 
number  of  small  private  piped  schemes  operating  in  the  district. 
Generally  speaking,  these  utilise  spring  water  and  feed  the  area 
which  they  supply  by  gravitation.  They  are  of  varied  size  and 
construction  but  afford  a  supply  of  reasonably  good  potable  water 
for  limited  parts  of  the  District.  The  extent  of  the  various  piped 
supplies  in  the  District  is  indicated  in  the  following  table:- 
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Parish. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Dwellings. 

No.  of:  Piped 

Schemes  Oper¬ 
ating  in 
Parish. 

I’  Nooof  Dwellings 

j  connected  to 
Piped  Supaly. 

No.  of 
Public 
Wells  in 
Parish. 

Ashperton 

92 

1 

Aylton 

28 

- 

- 

Bosbury 

234 

-  .. 

- 

- 

Castle  Prome 

25 

- 

- 

Canon  Prome 

40 

- 

1 

CodcLington 

32 

- 

- 

mm 

Colwall 

599 

2 

426 

Donning ton 

24 

1 

Nil 

- 

Eggleton 

32 

- 

Nil 

- 

Eastnor 

105 

1 

86 

• 

Ledbury  Rural 

187 

1 

6 

- 

Little  Marclo 

34 

Nil 

_ 

Much  Marcle 

190 

1 

12 

4 

Mathon 

120 

- 

Nil 

- 

Munsley 

51 

Nil 

— 

Pixley 

39 

Nil 

- 

Putley 

68 

- 

Nil 

2 

Stretton  Grandison 

21, 

Nil 

mm 

Tarrington 

183 

2 

43 

1 

Wellington  Heath 

120 

Nil 

2 

Woolhopu+ 

153 

Nil 

3+ 

Yarkhill 

116 

1 

1 

Nil 

— 

+AIso  one  public  spring. 


Prom  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  a  considerable 
number  of  dwellings  depend  upon  shallow  wells  fur  a  water  supply. 

These  are  not  entirely  satisfactory  supplies  for  a  number  of  reasons. 
The  supply  is  closely  related  to  the  rainfall  and  in  dry  periods  the 
supply  tends  to  be  inadequate;  the  quality  of  the  water  is  usually 
very  variable.  Again,  a  well  supply  frequently  means  that  manual 
pumping  is  required  and  householders  nowadays  expect  supplies  under 
pressure . 

However,  whilst  an  extension  of  piped  supplies  in 
the  District  would  constitute  a  valuable  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
circumstances,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  shallow  well  will  entirely 
disappear  from  the  District. 

During  the  year,  ),6  samples  of  water  from  38  seperatc 
supplies  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hereford,  for 
bacteriological  (examination  and.  k 7  sampl  -s  from  Jo  different  supplies 
for  chemical  examination.  All  of  these  except  two  samples  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  taken  idem  wells.  The  results  are 
interesting  and  support  the  view  that  shallow  veils  do  not  yield  water 
of  good  potabie  quality,  for  22  samples  relating  to  18  supplies  of 
the  44  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  showed  the  water  not 
to  be  of  potable  quality  and  20  camples  concerning  11  separate  supplies 
of  the  47  sent  for  chemical  examination  also  failud  to  reach  the 
necessary  standard  for  these  waters. 

Drainage; 

The  Parish  of  Colv/all  has  a  sysxcm-  of  public  sewers 
taking  the  drainage  from  some  of  the  dwellings.  Sewage  disposal  v/orks 
are  also  provided  and  these  were  maintained  in  good  older  throughout 
the  year.  Apart  from  a  very  short  length  of  public  sewer  in  the  village 
of  Bosbury,  there  ire  no  other  sewers  in  the  District. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  13  new  house  drains  were 
constructed  and  four  existing  drains  wore  improved. 

Closet  Accommodation; 

The  Department  secured  the  conversion  of  2  privies  to 
pail  closets  and  7  privies  were  replaced  by  water  closets. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: 


The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  EqE„  Jordan, 
continued,  to  discharge  his  duties  throughout  the  year  v/ith 
efficiency  and  tact*  Mr*  E.G.  Watkins,  Assistant  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  serving  with  H.M*  Forces, 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  following  statement  furnished  in  accordance  with  Article 
27  (Sub-section  18)  of  the  Sanitary  (Outside  London)  Regulations 
1935:- 


Inspections:- 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  C 
o  •  • 


•  •  • 

*  o  • 


Building  Byelaws 
Bakehouses  •• 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . . «  » . 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  * . » 
Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
Other  Housing  Inspections 
Hop-pickers  Quarters 
Infectious  Disease  • « • 

Nuisances 
Schools  •  •  • 

Slaughter  Houses 
Water  Supplies  ... 

Miscellaneous  . . , 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  «  • 
M  • 


•  •  • 
t  •  # 


•  00 

•  •  • 
0  0  9 
#  «  # 


•  •  • 
o  •  • 
•  0  • 
c  9  0 

•  c  » 
s  c  « 

c  •  o 

•  s  o 

o  •  c 

•  o  • 

•  V  6 

•  ©  • 

i  «  # 
000 


•  •  • 

•  0  0 

♦  •  • 
•  •  « 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  ♦  • 
c  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  # 
•  1  • 


Notices  Issued: - 


42 

3 

75 

5 

3 

Nil 

35 

62 

48 

24 

4 

Nil 

80 

30 

4TT 


Informal  *..  ...  ... 

Statutory  re  Housing  ••• 
Statutory  under  Other  Acts  ••• 


•  99 
00  9 


00  9 

•  99 
9  0  9 


9  0  9 
0  9  0 


9  9  9 
9  0  0 
99  9 


Summary  of  Defects  Remedied:- 

Wells  Cleansed  and  Repaired  •••  ... 

Houses  Supplied  from  Waterworks  •  •  •  ... 

House  Drains  Laid  or  Relaid  •••  ••• 

Drians  Cleansed,  Trapped  and  Ventilated 
Defective  Waste  Pipes  Rectified  •••  ••• 

Defective  W*C*s,  Sinks  and  Urinals  Rectified 
Drains  and  Sanitary  Fittings  Repaired  *.. 
New  W.C*s  Provided  •••  •••  •••  ... 

Disinfections  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Houses  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  •  »•  ... 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets  • . . 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  ... 
Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
90  9 
0  0  9 
•  9  9 
0  9  9 
0  9  9 
9  0  0 
9  9  0 
9  9  9 
9  0  9 
0  0  0 
9  9  0 


25 

Nil 

5 

Je. 


15 

2 

13 

4 

2 

2 

2 

9 

28 

2 

2 

7 

2 

2 


Hop-pickers  Quarters: - 

Sixty-two  of  these  premises  were  inspected  during 

the  season. 


SECTION  D.  -  HOUSING: 


The  Department  continued  to  ^ecure  the  good 
maintenance  of  houses,  35  inspections  being  made  for  this  purpose. 

Whilst  eveiy  endeavour.  hasAbeSh  made  by  the 
Departmentto  prevent  the  deterioration  of  the  housing  area  there  . 
can  be  no  doubt  that  some  deterioration  of  ■  the -dweilin'gs ’has'^l&e^ 
j£le:ce;"Tl%is  has  been  due  to  a  number  of  reasons  resulting  frcp.thq 
abnormal  conditions  prevailing  during  the  war  i  It  would  a-fhsP  ua%rp€b£ 
that  overcrowding  has  -increased  to  some  extenteven  when  judged  upon 
the  present  rather  low  standard,  although  it  is  difficult  to  secure 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  degree  of  overcrowding. 
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It  is  ivli  that  the  demands  of  housing  in 

the  immediate  post  vrar  years  arc  likely  co  occupy  a  great  deal 
of  the  Council's  time  if  the  disturbance  of  che  housing  scheme 
caused  by  the  war  is  to  be  quickly  overcome..  This  will  be  a  big 
ta.sk  but  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Council  is  already  making 
progress  with  the  preliminary  work  so  that  no  undue  delay  will 
arise  when  the  time  comes  for  the  commencement  of  the  more  active 
part. 

Under  the  Government  Scheme  for  the  Erection  of 
Agricultural  Cottages,  six  cottages  wore  allocated  to  the  Council 
and  sites  were  finally  decided  upon  in  the  parishes  of  Much  Marcle, 
Ashpcrton  and  Bosbury.  Although  work  has  commenced  on  some  of  these 
cottages,  at  the  time  of  writing,  none  of  these  ha.ve  yet  been 
completed.  The  erection  of  the  dwellings  during  wartime  has  given 
the  Council  further  experience  of  building  schemes. 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD: 

Supervision  of  food  supplies  continued  throughout 


the  year. 


Inspection  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  was  maintained 
75  inspections  being  made. 


Food  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Hunan  Consumption:  - 

7  Tins  Fish. 

3  ‘Tins  Meat. 

3  Tins  Vegetables. 

3  Tins  Fruit, 

30  lbs.  Bacon. 

SECTION  F.  -  PREV AIENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE: 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  during  the  year 
w§ls  somewhat  high;  there  were  382  notifications  received  in  connection 
with  the  civilian  population.  The  most  prevalent  infection  was  measles 
242  cases  being  notified.  With  the  exception  of  17>  all  the  patients 
were  children  under  the  age  of  15  years.  Three  young  patients  were 
admitted  to  hospital  and  there  was  one  death  in  a  child  not  admitted 
to  hospital, 

Vi/hooping  cough  gave  rise  to  86  notifications,  80  of 
the  patients  being  under  15  years  of  ago  with  the  highest  incidence 
between  5  and  10  years.  There  was  no  necessity  to  admit  any  patients 
to  hospital  and  there  wore  no  deaths. 

The  third  infectious  disease  in  order  of  prevalence 
v/as  scarlet  fever  as  there  vrare  39  civilian  notifications  received. 

The  parish  of  Colwall  continued  to  give  rise  to  most  of  the  cases,  27 
having  occurred,  in  this  one  parish,  which  has  never  rema.ined  free 
from  this  disease  for  any  length  of  time  during  the  past  few  years. 
There  are  several  reasons  for  this,  it  is  the  most  urbanised  parish, 
has  the  largest  population  and  contains  a  relatively  high  proportion 
of  children  and  a.  number  of  boarding  schools.  These  boarding  schools 
do  not  appear  to  ha.ve  adequate  accommodation  for  nursing  sick  children 
and  the  co-operation  which  the  Department  receives  when  infectious 
disease  occurs  does  not  always  manifest  itself  quite  on  the  lines 
one  would  wish.  The  result  is  that  occasion  has  occurred  when  the 
accommodation  at  the  Stretton  Sugwas  Isolation  Hospital  ho.s  been 
strained. 

The  only  other  infectious  disease  of  importance 
v/hich  occurred  was  an  outbreak  of  gravis  type  diphtheria  in  the 
Parish  of  Little  Marcle  in  the  la.st  quarter  of  the  year.  The  following 
report  deals  with  this  in  detail: - 

For  a  period  of  six  months  the  district  had  remained 
entirely  free  from  diphtheria,  this  period  embraced  the  hop-picking 
season  v/hich  wa.s  remarkable  for  the  high  proportion  of  children  and 
young  persons  amongst  the  pickers.  However ,  on  the  5th.  November,  a 
case  of  faucial  diphtheria  in  a  young  female  of  17  years  (Case  A.)  in 
Little  Marcle  Parish  v/as  Notified  and  admitted  to  hospital  on  the 
same  day. 
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The  usual  eu'jl'v  ~'ai;  m£Lr>  md  nfeotion 
carried  out  but  nothing  lucid  could  be  l  end  with  regard  go 
the  source  of  infection.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  swab  all 
the  home  contacts,  this  was  done  and  all  swabs  failed  to  to 
reveal  any  growth  of  the  specific  organism.  As  no  further  cases 
occurred  it  appeared  that  this  case  was  only  a  chance  infection 
and  the  incident  could  be  regarded  as  closed. 


That  this  was  incorrect  was  shown  by  events 
which  occurred  eighteen  days  after  the  original  notification.  On 
the  23rd„  November,  a  second  notification  of  diphtheria  was 
received  the  patient  being  a  schoolboy  aged  12  years  (Case  B, ) 
and  he  was  admitted  to  hospital  .immediately^  This  was  followed  on 
the  25th.  November  by  a  doctor  being  called  in  to  see  another 
schoolboy  aged  11  years  (Case  0„)  but  he  found  the  child  moribund 
and  although  removal  to  hospital  was  carried  out  at  once  the  child 
died  the  following  day.  On  the  same  day  two  further  cases  were 
Optified  (Ca.se  L'-. )  an  adult  female  and  her  male  child  (Case  D1 . ) 
aged  4  years.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  without  delay  on 
the  same  day*  in  spite  of  a  difficult  journey  for  the  ambulance  in 
extremely  bad  weather  during  the  blackout. 

In  every  case  the  ususal  enquiry  and  disinfection 
wa.s  caurlcd  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  as  a  result  of  these 
enquiries  it  was  considered  that  as  a.ll  cases  were  of  11  Gravis"  Type 
and  all  occurred  in  one  parish  there  must  be  some  connection  between 
all  cases.  Contacts  of  all  the  notified  cases  were  therefore  swabbed 
and  a  rela.tive  in  contract  with  case  D.a  schoolboy  aged  7  years 
(Case  D3.)  wa.s  found  to  be  a  nasal  carrier.  He  was  immediately 
excluded  from  school  and  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  with 
regal’d  to  risk  of  spread  of  infection  it  was  decided  to  admit  him  to 
hospital  rather  than  risk  the  spread  of  the  outbreak  to  Much  Marcle 
parish  and  the  Urban  District  of  Ledbury. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  decided  to  swab  the  whole 
of  the  children  attending  Little  Marcle  School  in  addition  to  all 
contacts  of  the  actual  cases.  This  was  accordingly  carried  out  on 
the  24th.  November  but  it  was  only  partially  successful  as  many  of 
the  children  wer e  absent  and  home  visits  were  necessary  on  the 
following  day.  However,  when  the  results  of  the  swabbing  were  known 
the  findings  were  interesting. 

Prom  24  children,  two,  both  females,  gave  positive 
throat  swabs  (Cases  El.  &  P. )  and  in  view  of  this  it  was  decided  to 
close  the  school  for  one  week  until  the  remainder  of  the  children 
could  be  examined*  Within  the  next  few  days,  the  absentees  were 
swabbed  with  profitable  results.  One  girl  aged  13  years  (Case  E. ) 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria  and  the  family  doctor  had 
been  called.,  af+er  consultation  with  the  doctor  this  child-  was 
admitted  to  hospital  and  the  clinical  diagnosis  vas  later  confirmed 
by  the  swabs  taken  during  the  home  visit,,  The  child  was  a  member  of 
the  same  family  as  the  carrier  Case  El ,  One  ftirther  carrier  wqs 
found  in  another  schoolgirl  (Case  A1 , )  who  was  a  member  of  the  same 
family  as  Case  A. 

Meanwhile,  whilst  the  contacts  were  been  system- 
a.tically  swabbed  a  further  case  of  diphbheria  was  notified  (Case  D3. ) 
an  adult  male  member  of  the  family  of  Cases  B,  &  D1 ,  This  case  wigs 
also  admitted  to  hospital,  on  the  day  of  notification,  the  29th.  Nov. 
The  position  was  further  complicated  by  the  receipt  of  a  notification 
an  the  30th.  November  of  diphtheria  in  a  young  female  (Case  K. )  from 
the  parish  of  Tarringtan.  It  was  presumed  that  this  was  an  extension 
of  the  Little  Marcle  outbreak  so  that  in  addition  to  the  home 
conta.cts  of  Case  K.  the  children  attending  Tarrington  School  were 
also  swabbed.  However,  when  the  swabs  were  examined  Case  K.  was  found 
to  be  due  to  intermedius  strain  and  was  therefore  entirely  seperate 
from  the  Little  Marcle  outbreak.  Nevertheless,  three  carriers  of  the 
intermedius  strain  were  found,  in  the  household  of  Case  K.  and  were 
referred  to  their  doctor  for  trca.tment.  These  measures  were  sufficient 
to  control  the  disease  in  Tarrington  parish. 

With  the  completion  of  the  swabbing  of  all  the 
contacts  in  Little  Marcle  parish  and  the  ascertainment  of  the  carriers. 


the  outbreak  was  now  well  under  control.  The  school  was  re-opened 
on  the  6th.  December,  all  children  were  again  swabbed  as  a 
precautionary  measure  and  the  school  was  closed  until  the  9th, 
when  the  results  of  the  swabs  were  known.  All  were  found  to  be 
negative. 

The  interesting  features  of  this  outbreak  are, 
that  it  was  due  to  a  strain  of  high  virulence  and  resulted  in  1 
death,  ca.se  mortality  being  14$>.  Furthermore,  in  three  instances 
the  original  swabs  were  negative  and  subsequently  became  positive 
resulting  in  one  case  of  the  disease  and  two  healthy  carriers. 

When  the  outbreak  occurred,  the  number  of  children  who  had  completed 
courses  of  diphtheria  prophyllactic  was  27  out  of  a  possible  52, 
subsequently  five  further  applications  for  free  immunisqtion  were 
received  from  school  children,  in  addition  one  ch:i  Id  over  school 
age  was  immunised  and  two  children  under  school  age.  Three  carriers 
were  found  to  be  present  in  the  school,  two  being  of  a  very 
temporary  nature  and  one  being  not  yet  free  from  she  organism.  All 
carriers  occurred  in  persons  who  had  been  immunised,,  The  only  death 
resulting  from  the  outbreak  was  a  non- immunised  child*.  Two  of  the 
patients  were  children  who  had  completed  courses  of  prophyllactic 
but  the  disease  was  relatively  mild. 


The  following  table  gives  the  principal  features 

of  the  outbreak :- 


Notified  Cases. 


Date  of 
Notification. 

Case., 

Sex. 

Whether- 
7j  imiini.se  1, 

r~ 

Result, 

5.11.43. 

A., 

F. 

17. 

Not  Immunised. 

Recovery, 

23.11.43. 

B. 

M. 

12. 

Immunised. 

Recovery, 

25.11.43. 

0. 

M. 

11. 

Not  Immunised. 

Death. 

27.1 1 .43. 

D. 

F. 

30. 

Not  Immunised. 

Recovery, 

27.11.43. 

D1. 

M. 

4. 

Not  Immunised. 

Slow  Rec. 

29.11.43. 

E. 

F. 

13. 

Immunised, 

Recovery, 

29.11.43. 

D2. 

M. 

Not  Immunised, 

Recovery, 

Carriers. 


A1 . 

F. 

Immunised. 

Persistant. 

D3. 

M. 

Immunised. 

Temporary. 

El. 

F.  ;  Immunised. 

Temporary. 

F. 

F.  t  EnmunisecL 

Temporary. 

The  investigation  of  the  outbreak  involved  the 
examination  of  400  swabs. 

In  conculsion,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  great 
assistance  given  to  the  Department  by  Dr..  R>  Ewart  Jones,  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  assisting  with  the  swabbing  and 
prompt  notification  of  results,  Mr.  E.E,  Jordan  -  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Council  -  for  much"  work  in  following  up  contacts  etc.,  and  to 
the  general  practitioners  who  so  willingly  co-operated  in  the 
investigation  and  the  swabbing  of  contacts. 


Notifiable  Diseases  During  Year  1943«~ 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Measles 

242 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

86 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

25 

- 

Diphtheria. 

11 

11 

1 

Polio- enc  ephal it is 

1 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

mm  I 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

.Analysis  of  Total  Notified.  Case  a  According  to  Age ;  - 


Age  Groups, 


Disease 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1  + 

2+ 

3+ 

4* 

5+ 

10-;- 

13+ 

120+ 

35+ 

45+ 

1 

65+ 

Totals. 

Measles  >' 

4 

L1 

10 

21 

15 

26 

105 

44 

13 

3 

1 

_ 

242 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

9 

6 

8 

31 

18 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

86 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

_ 

5 

24 

9 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

40 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

1 

2 

O 

L. 

6 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Polio  Encephalitis 

1 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

A 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•  • 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Totals 

1  9 

13 

30 

21 

40 

160 

— 

73 

21 

10 

_ 

I 

2 

1 

383 

Diphtheria  Inmuni  cation:  - 

This  work  was  continued  throughout  the  year  with 
some  measure  of  success.,  Free  immunisation  is  available  to  any  child  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  residing  in  the  District  either  through  the  family 
doctor  or  the  Department..  Where  the  dwelling  is  situated  in  a  part 
difficult  of  access,  ;,he  doctor  usually  visits  the  house.  It  can  he  said 
that  the  facilities  for  free  immunisation  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  results  of  the  year  are  summarised  in  the 

following  table:- 


Ago  Group  |  1  -  5  years. 

5-15  years. 

1  -  15  years. 

Prophylactic  j  A.P.T. 

A.FMJ  T.A.F. 

i  Children 

Immunised  j  93 

f 

42  ;  31 

1 66 

The  best  feature  of  these  fig’ires  lies  in  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  children  immunised  fell  into  the  first  age  group.  It  was 
not  possible  to  do  any  Post  Schick  Testing  erring  to  pressure  of  work.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  it  was  considered  that  37fo  of  the  children  under  five 
years  of  age  residing  in  the  District  were  immunised  and  that  the 
corresponding  figure  for  the  5-15  years  age  group  was  53/o.  It  is  probable 
that  the  actual  percentages  are  somewhat  higher  as  it  is  known  that  a 
certain  number  of  children  ore  immunised  under  private  arrangements  for 
which  no  statistics  are  available. 


Scabies:  - 

Only  two  cases  of  scabies  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department,  this  shows  that  the  disease  was  not  of  very 
great  importance  in  the  District. 

Tuberculosis:- 

On  the  1st.  January  1943>  there  was  a  total  of  34 
cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register,  22  pulmonary  and  12  non -pulmonary. 
During  the  year  7  new  notifications  were  received  all  respecting  pulmonary 
disease  and  4  cases  were  added  to  tho  Register  otherwise  than  by  notification. 
Seven  cases  were  removed  -  6  pulmonary  and  1  non -pulmonary,  leaving  a  total 
of  38  cases  -  26  pulmonary  arid  12  non -pulmonary  -  on  the  Register  on  31  st. 
December  1 943* 


New  Cases. 

— * - 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. ; 

lion-re 

spiratory. ' 

Respiratory^jN  on-respiratory. 

M. 

F.  I 

M. 

.  F. 

M. 

-  ] 

M. 

F. 

0+ 

1  + 

1 

- 

: 

 i 

1 

- 

5+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

15+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

*• 

— 

•* 

25+ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35+ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

45+ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

55+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

65+ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 .  ,  ,7* —  . 

. 

There  were  3  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  of  which  1 
was  due  to  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease. 


